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WELCOME TO WESLEY CHAPEL  
 
We really enjoy welcoming visitors to Wesley Chapel and we hope to 
welcome you into our building when circumstances allow.   
 
Meantime church is still very much alive and you can access services 
online, via a printed weekly service sheet, or by telephone.  
 
Please visit  https://www.facebook.com/NiddValley/    
  
Circuit Sunday Service at 10.30am every Sunday 
Morning prayer at 8am Monday—Saturday led by one of our Nidd Valley 
Ministry Tam. 
 
Telephone Service. Dial a thought.  Ring 01423 648644. Changes weekly. 
 
All links (and much more) can be accessed via our website 
https://www.wesleychapelharrogate.org.uk 
 
or if you need more information leave a message: 
https://www.wesleychapelharrogate.org.uk/contact  

 
Wesley Chapel Contacts 

 
Ministry Team:  Rev. Ben Clowes, Rev. Ann Fox, Rev. Trevor Dixon.  
Senior Steward: Les Sudron                     
Church Council Secretary: Jenny Goodwin              
Safeguarding Officer: Christine Sudron            
Focus Editor: Judith Yeats e-mail judithyeats0@gmail.com 
Website: www.wesleychapelharrogate.org.uk 
 

Wesley Centre Contacts 
 

Wesley Centre Manager: Philippa French (Pippa) 
pfrench@wesleycentreharrogate.org.uk  
             
Website: www.wesleycentreharrogate.org.uk 
 

The deadline for ‘Wesley Focus on August’  is  22 July.   Please 
send any notices, news, articles, photographs to Judith Yeats: 01423 
506014, judithyeats0@gmail.com. Focus is also on the website.  If 
you would also like to receive the monthly newsletter by e-mail please 
let Judith know.  
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MINISTER’S LETTER 
 

Random reflections, 
 
I had been a JMA collector for many years and so I was aware of 
the fact that of the money which I collected, 4/5 was for missionary 
work overseas and 1/5 was for missionary work in Great Britain. I 
had seen the magazine which was given out to JMA collectors and 
knew that not all of the people in the photographs had the same 
colour skin as I had, but I think this did not really bother me, concern 
me or even interest me. They were there and I was here and they 
needed some of the money we had in England. None of the people 
with whom I made contact were different.  
 
I think the first experience I had of a person of colour was one 
Sunday evening when I was in my early teens. The gents toilets at 
my church were in a separate building round the back and before 
the service I went to pay a visit. Whilst I was standing there a quite 
large man came and stood by my side at the urinal and I glanced 
across at him. He was very black. He was there for a purpose and 
he set about the task. I didn’t speak to him and neither did he to me. 
Having completed my intention I left the building without 
acknowledging his presence. I do not know what effect that had on 
him or on me, but in the present situation I have remembered it. I 
continued to be a JMA collector. 
 
Shortly after that episode my older brother was the Sunday School 
Captain. (At the May Festival we had a May Queen and a Sunday 
School Captain). As Captain he was expected to perform at the 
Festival and as he does not have a singing voice he recited a poem. 
The poem chosen, (I am not certain who did the choosing,) was 
entitled  ‘The Little Black Boy’.  For some reason unknown to me I 
recall the poem started ‘My mother raised me in the southern wild, 
and I am black, but oh my soul is white …’  More than that I cannot 
recall and I am pleased I cannot. I am talking about the 1950's. 

 
Continued p4 

It is not the strongest of the species that survive, nor 
the most intelligent, but the one most responsive to 
change.  Charles Darwin 
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Minister’s letter continued. 
 
When I was a Student at Cliff College I had very little money. I was 
nearly 21 and I wanted to go home for half term. One of the other 
students  had a scooter but was riding it on a provisional licence and 
showing ‘L’ Plates. In conversation I found out that he was going to be 
travelling  in my direction. I suggested to him that, as I had a full 
driving licence for both a car and a motorbike, we could travel 
together, with me on the back.  Winston was the son of a Caribbean 
family and was a friend and colleague and after consideration we both 
thought the sharing would be good because, if nothing else we would 
be company for each other. 
 
The inevitable happened when we stopped on the journey. We had 
both dismounted and two policemen approached us. I guess they 
thought their luck was in. Winston was asked for his licence which he 
produced. Just before they started to read the riot act, I produced my 
licence which made the combination perfectly legal. (A full licence as 
stated earlier for the vehicle on which we were travelling belonging to 
an ‘almost’ mature adult). They wished us well, told us to be careful 
and left us. I wonder what might now have been the outcome.    
 
I have not fully compiled a reason why these three incidents have 
come to my mind at the present time but I think they are worthy of 
reflecting upon and so I share them with you. 
 
I also bring to you part of a recent reflection by Rev Jonathan Hustler, 
the Secretary of the Conference who as such speaks for the 
Methodist Church. 
 
 ‘We therefore welcome and endorse the call of the ‘Black 
 Lives Matter’ movement for radical action in addressing the 
 causes of the present injustice. The Methodist Church in 
 Britain believes that racism is a denial of the gospel. However, 
 we have to recognize that we have not eradicated the problem 
 from our Church, despite the excellent work of many 
 over several decades; in the last year we have redoubled our 
 efforts to do so and are actively working on the 
  implementation of our ‘Inclusive Methodist Church’ strategy  
 which commits to challenging all forms of discrimination and 
 creating a Church where people from every background are 
 welcome and are safe from abuse and discrimination. 

Continued p5 
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Minister’s letter  continued, 
 
 Such a Church will celebrate and not be afraid of diversity; it 
 will be disciplined and uncompromising in its refusal to 
 tolerate any form of racism; it will work to encourage the 
 vocation of those from minority groups to serve in positions of 
 senior leadership; and it will be one in which all people can be 
 confident of the welcome that they will receive as they share 
 in worship and ministry with us.  
 
 We repent of the ways that we have fallen short of that in the 
 past and of our slowness in changing our ways and we  
 continue to look for ways in which we can witness to the all-
 encompassing love of God and become the transformation 
 that we long to be. ‘Only the Spirit’s power can fit us for this 
 hour’: we pray, ‘Come, Holy Spirit, come!’ 
 
A pause for thought.  
 
Every Blessing, Trevor. 

CONFERENCE 2020  25 JUNE TO 2 JULY 

The Conference is the governing body of the Methodist Church 
and meets annually to discuss matters affecting the life of the 
Church, the nation and the world. The Methodist Council has 
agreed that the Conference cannot meet as planned in Telford in 
June and has decided that it will meet online this year. 

Conference sessions, including the Induction of the President 
and Vice-President, and Reception into Full Connexion, both of 
which will take place on Saturday 27 June.  

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/
conference-2020/  

Note from editor.  If you are interested in reading the full poem The Little 
Black Boy, as I was (it was by one of my favourite authors, William Blake),  
you can find it you follow this link. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
poems/43671/the-little-black-boy  
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INTRODUCTION TO OUR NEW MINISTER 
 

On Friday 3 September we are looking forward to welcoming Rev. 
Lesley Taylor, who will be replacing Ann as a circuit minister and 
joining our ministerial team at Wesley. Lesley is also looking forward 
to getting to know us. Meantime she has sent us a brief introduction 
to herself. 
 

Ten things I’d like you to know about me… 
 

1. I’m an identical twin. 
 
2. I don’t have any children. But, I have two lovely nieces, Kat and    
Rhiannon, who I’m very close to. 
 
3. Hattie is my 10 year old rescue cat . She’s totally gorgeous and 
spoilt rotten. 
 
4. I love being outdoors…both in the garden and out walking in the 
countryside. I walked the last 100k of the Camino in N. Spain last 
year and will be looking to join a walking group in Harrogate. 
 
5. Reading is one of my passions. I have quite a varied taste in 
books, but particularly enjoy crime thrillers. 
 
6. For the past two years, I’ve been learning to quilt. During 
lockdown, I’ve been making a quilt, which my family has named 
‘Lesley’s lockdown quilt’. But, I’m still very much a beginner and 
spend a lot of time unpicking my sewing. 
 
7. I have a tattoo of a ladybird on my arm. 
 
8. Before becoming a Methodist minister, I worked in education for 
20 years. I taught history in secondary schools for 7 years and then 
spent 13 years teaching in a College of Further Education. During 
those 13 years in FE, I continued to teach history and was also a 
manager in Student Services. One of my jobs as a manager in 
Student Services was to organise Parents Evening for 1100 
students on the same night! 
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Introduction to our new Minister. 
 
9. Nidd Valley will be my fourth Circuit. I’ve previously served in the 
Ashfield, Grantham and Vale of Belvoir and Wharfedale and 
Aireborough Circuits…the first two being in Nottingham and Derby 
District. Although I was born and brought up in the East Midlands, I 
have fallen in love with Yorkshire and can’t now imagine living 
anywhere else. 
 
10. I think being a Methodist minister is the best job in the world. I love 
being with people and listening to their stories. I enjoy preaching and 
teaching. I’m also very enthusiastic about finding ways for churches to 
become involved in their communities. 
 
I’m very much looking forward to my time in Nidd Valley. 
 
God bless. Lesley Taylor 
 
Well I’m sure Lesley is going to feel very much at home in the Nidd 
Valley Circuit.  One of her churches, Bilton has a regular walking 
group, Trinity has a quilting group under the excellent guidance of 
Anthea Shenton, and of course, we have our own group of avid 
readers.  We look forward to welcoming you Lesley.   Editor   
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A Gaelic Blessing 
 
I have always loved this piece of music and hearing it recently on the 
radio I thought of us all within the family of Wesley Chapel. 
 

"Deep peace of the running wave to you 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you 

Deep peace of the shining stars to you 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you 

Moon and stars pour their healing light on you 
Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you 

Deep peace of Christ to you" 
John Rutter 

 
Listening to this blessing brings to mind the great creation of our 
Lord. 
 
God bless.  Christine Sudron 
 
______________________________________________________ 

 

IN MEMORY OF EILEEN SMITH 

2 May 1922—24 May 2020 

We were sad to learn of the death of our 
friend Eileen last month, and sadder still that 
we could not pay our respects to her at her 
funeral because of lockdown restrictions.  
Here is an extract of her eulogy by Rev Ann. 

 

Eileen was born on 2 May 1922, and she 
was a loving and caring person all her life. 

After she left school, Eileen worked for the National Children’s Home 
for many years, up until she married Cyril William Smith on 18 
October 1955.  When Eileen and Cyril decided to adopt, Eileen 
became a stay-at-home Mum and their family home was a happy 
one with their children, Paula and Olvin, and the number of children 
that they went on to foster and care for.                             Continued p9 
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In Memory of Eileenn continued. 

Eileen later became a matron with MHA, Methodist Homes for the 
Aged, in Stratford upon Avon, and then in Hitchen. 
 
She retired to Harrogate, to a flat in Kettlewell Court on Otley Road, 
until the building became unsafe and she had to move.  Church was 
important to Eileen and a big part of her life. She joined Wesley 
Chapel when she moved to Harrogate 
 
Sheila Callow takes up the story.  
 

Friendship was very much part of Eileen's life and over the years she 
made many friends, especially when she worked for MHA. After her 
retirement she visited them every year, once nursing a friend who 
was terminally ill 
. 
Eileen's caring nature was there throughout her long life. One day 
Eileen went into the Bernardo charity shop and asked the manager if 
she could be of any help. She was welcomed ,of course, and that 
began a wonderful lasting friendship with Mrs Jan Ennis the 
manager . 
 
Eileen's favourite part of the shop was the toy area and the 
preparation for that entailed washing toys, mending them if broken 
and even taking them home if more repair was needed. Jan said she 
would have been keen to have gone in every day. There her 
colleagues became her friends and they met every week at Wesley 
for coffee. During this time Eileen would house sit when Jan went 
away and she was in her element looking after the cat and keeping 
the flowers watered until Jan returned home. 
 
Carlton Lodge was her final home and at the beginning when her 
health was good she shopped for her new friends who were confined 
to their flat because of illness. 
 
Even in the last part of her life when she was struggling she helped 
by collecting 5ps from the residents for The Nigeria Health Fund, 
Molly, who collected the money from her was weighed down with the 
bags of coins. 
 
She always said that she was blessed living to her age and in that 
long life Eileen gave so much loving care to so many people.   Sheila 
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A BOOK REVIEW 
 
Book Club hasn’t met since lockdown.  But there is still plenty of 
reading going on.  Shelagh has sent us this book review. 
 
Under Construction working with the Architect by Neil O’Boyle 

 
This book was bought for me by our son for Mother’s Day this year. 
The writer is the National Director of Youth for Christ in the United 
Kingdom. It is an organisation I have had connections with for a long 
time, since our daughters attended the meetings held in Harrogate 
and Youth for Christ were involved in schools work in the town. The 
author’s mother-in-law lives in Harrogate and held regular prayer 
meetings for Youth for Christ which I attended. The author was also 
brought up in Harrogate and I have learnt recently that Les and 
Christine Sudron were his youth leaders. 
  
The book is primarily written for young people, but it is suitable for 
any age. In many ways it appears an easy read, and like many books 
now there is space for you to write thoughts down on the side. With 
the author and his family working for Youth for Christ they have 
travelled round the world and many of the stories come from the 
countries he worked in and the people he met. 
 
It is a journey round your house, starting with building the house. 
What would you be looking for? Is the house neglected, does it need 
serious renovation, are the foundations firm? Of course this is 
referring to our Christian journey. What if the original designer 
wanted to pay a visit today? Is the house in good condition, 
modifications and improvements done or does it require renovation. 
How would you react? 
 
Think of the house as your life. Are there things requiring attention? 
Are you happy to allow God to work out what might need doing? 
What if we agree to the architect’s terms (God terms) change is 
inevitable. Jesus wants freedom to move and make changes in our 
lives. 
 
I am not going to say anything more except there are visits to the 
following the living room, dining room, study, bathroom, kitchen, 
bedroom and garden. 
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Book review continued. 
 
It ends with questions in the form of a triangle. In each third it says 
these three things:  foundations, garden and world around and 
individual rooms. You are asked to write down the action required in 
each area of your life. Foundations include floorboards, windows, 
walls and roof. 
 
The last chapter of the book isn’t written as this is up to you will you 
give Jesus a full access pass ? Will I to every area? It is a very 
challenging book. 
 

Shelagh Outhwaite 
 
Shelagh has also sent us this hymn quiz. 
 
All hymns taken from Singing the Faith 
 
A.P.T.O.E.D.D 
O.C.O.C.I 
M.M.A.C.O.Y.P. 
T.I.T.D. 
I.T.B.M. 
A.G.W.C.T. M.C. 
J.B.T.C. 
G.T.G.G.T.G. 
F.I.T.N.O.L.I.G 
G.T.W.A.G.H.     
 
Answers given next month. 
  

Life is a series of natural and spontaneous changes. Don't 

resist them; that only creates sorrow. Let reality be reality. 

Let things flow naturally forward in whatever way they like. 

Lao Tzu  

Change the way you look at things and the things you look at 

change. Wayne W. Dyer  
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From top left: Lynne’s jigsaw; Lynne’s 
flowers; Roses outside Wesley 
(thanks to Ben—we would have 
missed them  otherwise;  Les’s full 
skip; Christine S’s jigsaw; Ann’s 
bread buns. 
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FOCUS ON LOCKDOWN 
 

Wesley Week 9 
 

Les continues his weekly news which is keeping us all together. 
 
Rev Ben writes, ‘I've finally finished a jigsaw I got for Christmas 
although slightly annoyingly there's one piece missing so sending for 
a new copy from the makers’! 
  
(How frustrating Ben, thanks for the picture and good luck to everyone; see 
if you can find the missing piece's space!  Les.)  Photo on back cover 
 
Rev Ann shared this note, ‘I took this picture of flowers in my garden 
- no idea what they are (guessing, Iris?), but they’re looking lovely. 
The plants were given to me by a member of Starbeck a couple of 
years ago and are doing well. (Photo front cover).  Plus, I’ve had 
another go at baking bread - thought it might be easier to make rolls! 
They taste better than they look.  
 
 (I bet everyone you meet this week will tell you what the flowers are and 
ask you for your bread recipe - the buns reminded me a little of Brimham 
Rocks!  Les.) Photo on p12).  
 
Janet has been spending time in her garden and she sent us a 
lovely picture (see p19 ). 
 
(Thanks Janet, the garden colours are fantastic this year and spending time 
with them is very uplifting.) Les. 
 
Christine Sudron decided the teddy bears needed moving out of the 
lounge window before they discoloured in the hot sunshine, however 
she did want some other characters to take the bears place so any 
passing children could still wave.   
 
(Thanks for the two pictures Christine; although the bears are definitely 
"self distancing"!  Les.  (Photos p 27 ) 
 
Ulrike our Christian Aid representative has sent us its prayer book 
for this season.   (This can be accessed on our website.  Judith) 
 
(Thanks Ulrike, hopefully we can hold a coffee morning for Christian Aid in 
Wesley before the end of the year! Les).                                   continued p14 
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Wesley Week 9 continued. 
 
Ian sent a picture showing how Jesus and the Disciples may have 
communicated if they had the technology we have today. 
 
(This picture and text resonated with many of our comments when we tried 
to meet via Zoom on our coffee morning last Tuesday. Les) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christine Sudron shares this message: ‘Dear friends I have always 
loved this piece of music and hearing it on the radio this week I 
thought especially of all of you taking God's blessings to so many 
people through your ‘telephone visiting’. Thank you for your 
continued pastoral care at this time. Les found this recording on the 
internet and I hope it works for you:  
 
Gaelic Blessing 
https://youtu.be/Eve2y-P-Zjk. Listening to this Gaelic blessing brings 
to my mind the great Creation of our Lord.’  See also p8. 
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Wesley Week 10  
 

Sheila Callow celebrated her 90th birthday on 7 June and a special 
family party had to be postponed until ’we don’t know when’. We 
sang happy birthday at out coffee morning, although as Les said ’the 
Wesley choir is not what it used to be. Sheila’s daughter Sian sent 
us a picture of Sheila which you will see on page 16. 
 
(Thanks for the picture Sian. Les.) 
 
There was another birthday in the same week, Andrew Sudron 
received a special coconut birthday cake and Cate had to use an 
axe to open the coconut!  Les says ‘Sounds dangerous to me but 
happy birthday son of ours! We enjoyed our Zoom celebration, but 
you cannot eat cake ‘virtually’. Daniel his brother sent Andrew a 
specially made origami ‘dinosaur’ along with a bottle of wine... ‘ 
Thanks for the picture Daniel. See page 27. 
 
From Christine Bunting. On Radio 4 on Friday 5 June there was a 
special Desert Island Discs at a time of Covid in which selected 
listeners named the piece of music which was very special to them 
at this time. One of the contributors interviewed was Professor 
Jason Warren from the National Hospital for Neurology in London, 
who is Graham's Neurology consultant. He explained how he 
volunteered to go onto a Covid ward, as his usual work is in 
research and out-patient clinics and so is largely on hold for the time 
being. He explained what his new job entailed and how, one night, 
he was working in the quiet of the ward when nothing was 
happening, which can be an unearthly and eerie experience. At this 
time he listened to a piece of piano music by Grieg, from his Lyric 
Pieces, called ‘Heimveh’, which means homesickness or longing. He 
described how at that moment (and throughout this time) he was 
longing for life to return to normal, to ‘go home’ to a time where it 
was possible to interact with people and touch patients to reassure 
them. 

From Christine continued p18 
 

We were very sad to hear of the death of Margaret Smith, 
especially as last month we reported that she was doing well.  
Margaret’s funeral was on Thursday 25th June and there will be 
more about her in July Focus.  
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Photo Gallery 

Sheila’s 90th 

Birthday 

Celebrations 

Below. Judith’s family social distancing at Harlow 
Carr. 

Below. Cactus getting too 
big for the house. 
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Wildlife Week at Wesley 

 Above left . 
Sudrons’              
frog (taken 
by Daniel). 

 Above right. 
Sudrons’ 
friendly 
robin. 

Left.  Heron 
in garden of 
Ulrike and 
Andrew.  

 

 

Left: 
Sudron’s 
woodpecker 

Right: Ulrike 
and Andrew 
Hitchens’ 
frog 
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Wesley Week 10.  Christine Bunting: continued. 
 
This is something I am sure that so many people are longing for at 
this time, the lack of human touch, a warm hug, or a reassuring hand, 
has affected us all. We are all longing so much to be able to hug our 
loved ones again and to get out and interact with people again 
without needing to stand 2 metres apart or wear full protective 
clothing or face masks. It will be marvellous when we can meet 
together as a church family again and shake each other by the hand, 
join in worship and share a cup of tea or coffee together. Who knows 
when this time will come, but it has made us all acutely aware of how 
it is the simple, small things in life that really matter. 
 
If you are able, it would be worthwhile to listen to the programme, in 
which Jason Warren spoke so eloquently, (it may be available on 
BBC Sounds via the computer), or simply listen to a recording of the 
music by Grieg and hear the deep longing in it, which is so reflective 
and calming.  
 
(Thank you Christine for this lovely reflection. I found this morning's Desert 
Island Discs programme and listened to Professor Jason's powerful words. 
The link to the music is below, a slightly longer version with a gentle pictorial 
background. Les). 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlVq7upkHYE 
 
Wesley Week 10’s pieces had a very wildlife theme: 
 
Ulrike and Andrew had wildlife in their garden that included a heron 
and a frog!  See p 17 
 
The Sudron's had some wildlife visitors too last week, namely a 
woodpecker, frog and very tame robin. See p17 
 
It was also World Bike Day and Les  found a nice little Lego picture to 
mark this special day, hope you like it. And he thought the car quote 
was nice  See back cover. 
 
 
 

We all live different lives but we are wonderfully connected through 
our friendship and faith.  God Bless.  Les. 
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Left. Molly’s great 
grandchildren. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Left.  Illicit meeting. 
(PS doesn’t look very 
illicit to me. Judith) 

Below left. Janet’s 
Honeysuckle. 

 

Below right, Botanists 
Elsa and Rowan 
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Wesley Week 11 

From Sheiia.  More about my birthday!! Way back in January my 
granddaughters Abs and Becca planned a 90th birthday for me at 
Grantley Hall . Invitations went out , buffet organized and colour 
scheme decided Then came the virus to change the world and 
tragically thousands of people losing their dear ones so in the present 
circumstances it feels strange to even be celebrating my birthday. 
 
Well I did and thank you all for singing happy birthday to me on the 
coffee morning zoom day . It started it all off and my daughter, Sian, 
was determined to make it a very special time for me and she did by 
pulling out every stop she could and on the day I couldn't understand 
why I had received so many cards, videos , emails and phone calls. 
Thank you all for your good wishes which have meant so much to 
me. She wasn't so lucky with the request to Michael Ball on radio 2! 
 
Abs and Becca came to put up the balloons, bunting, and Sian 
prepared the buffet which included their homemade yummy 
meringue, scones, drizzle cake and many savouries. Eventually we 
were joined by four of my family, so more weird photos wearing 
masks, apron and gloves! 
 
At three o'clock we went in the garden and the rest of my family of 
fifteen (social distancing) walked in, stopped, I was given a Mama 
Doreen cup cake, they sang happy birthday, blew kisses and walked 
on by.  We went back indoors where everyone toasted the 
occasion. Outside was chilly but all I felt was the warmth of the love 
of my family and friends . Thank you for such a unique celebration of 
my 90th birthday. 
 
(What a lovely story Sheila and thank-you for the unique picture of you and 
your masked family. Les). See p16. 
 
As you know Rev Ann is moving to her new appointment in August 
and amongst her very busy life she is having to find time to pack. Ann 
updates us. ‘I’ve started packing - these boxes are just my books!! 
The rest of the house will be a doddle after this...!’ 
 
(Thanks Ann for your picture we hope you remember where you put Singing 
the Faith. Les.). See p27  

Continued p21 
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Wesley Week 11 continued. 
 
From Pat. We are all fine and it has been a quiet week. It has been 
good to have some rain and see the grass looking a bit greener. 
I have past the message about the church not opening and chatting to 
others it seems to be the right message. God Bless. Pat W. 
(Thanks Pat, you are right about the rain. Les).  
 
From Judith. We were able to meet up with the Boroughbridge 
branch of our family last Sunday at Harlow Carr. The gardens were 
looking extremely beautiful, just as if they had come to life because of 
the absence of human beings for the past three months. It was so 
refreshing and fantastic to see the family again. Two missing, Dan 
and his girlfriend Linh who are in Australia. They wished they were 
here. Mind you, I think they would miss Melbourne (one of my 
favourite cities in the world). Later in the week we drove over to 
Boroughbridge to take Dave's cactus which they are adopting, as it is 
getting too tall for our house. God Bless.  
(Family is so important and hopefully there will be many more reunions in 
coming days; love the pictures and what a cactus!. Les). Photos p16 
 
From Lynne. I have two photographs which I thought you might like 
to include in the weekly notices. The first one is of a jigsaw which I did 
at the start of lockdown. It was beautiful when completed and I know 
Judith will be interested to see it because tulips are her favourite 
flowers. I passed the jigsaw on to Irene Shorter via her son Paul who 
kindly visits me regularly with kind offers to do shopping etc. Paul 
brings along one of two dogs and I have now got doggie treats at the 
ready in my porch. Must put them in a tin as I have just discovered 
one of my neighbours has got rats resident in her house - both 
downstairs and upstairs in her airing cupboard! Paul and Irene are 
regular attenders at Tuesday Coffee, Forward Together and Saturday 
Coffee Mornings too. They always ask me to pass on their regards to 
all who know them. 
 
From Les. Last Monday, myself and a colleague Nigel cleared away 
over thirty years of collected stuff out of the Happy Wanderers garage. 
This included old desk and lots of shelves, table tops, mini pool table 
with enlarged holes, rotting wood, old signage, collection boxes, very 
old pictures, a pair of shoes (no laces), one glove - the only thing 
missing was a "partridge in a pear tree"! Pictures attached to show the 
deed done.  p12, and p27.                                                            Continued p22 
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Wesley Week 11. From Lynne continued. 

 

The second photograph is of a beautiful bouquet of flowers I was 
presented with as I left a well known emporium on Friday after doing 
my shopping. They were accompanied by a receipt saying 
‘Celebration Bouquet. It's on us!’.  I was absolutely speechless for 
once in my life (thought I would say it before anyone else did!) When I 
asked the lovely lady ‘why me’?  she just said she was doing what her 
supervisor had asked her to do! What a lovely gesture. It certainly 
made my day!  Love to all at Wesley. Lynne.  
 
(Don't like the thoughts of rats but thanks for your update and picture. What a 
lovely surprise to receive the flowers!. Les.) Photographs p12. 
 
From Les. And talking about jigsaws. Having been defeated by one 
jigsaw recently and this defeat shared with you all my Christine sent 
this message, ‘I have just completed a very difficult jigsaw and would 
like to thank Mike and Maureen for sending this to me. It depicts the 
‘Tatton and Toff Panels’ of the Knutsford Millennium Tapestry - so 
many teeny, tiny houses!!! A real achievement...and thanks for the 
picture; you are the best jigsaw person in our house after Daniel, Elsa 
and Rowan!’ 
 
(That’s you told Les.  Better get some jigsaw practice in.  Judith) 
 
I received a picture from an unknown source (thanks Lynne) of three 
ladies holding an illicit meeting where it appears social distancing is 
‘marginal’. Of course the ladies will be nameless to protect their 
reputations and standing in Wesley society. nb. please delete the 
picture after viewing!!!  Photograph p 19 
 
I came across this song during the week which I found helpful, hope 
you do too.  (You may be able to copy and paste the link—it is a long one.  
Ed). 
 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?
q=uplifting+songs+of+faith+you+tube&&view=detail&mid=A69F09AF0
D202FE8CA14A69F09AF0D202FE8CA14&rvsmid=BA491FB96CCF
DB4A6ABBBA491FB96CCFDB4A6ABB&FORM=VDQVAP 
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Wesley Week 12 

From Shelagh. We planted some very old seeds, much to our 
surprise one seed out of the five took. The other day it came into 
flower, only for a short time before dying. There are other flowers 
coming and hopefully some courgettes. Trevor has been amazed at 
the size of the leaves.  

(Thanks for the picture there are certainly ‘green fingers’ in your household. 
Les.)  Photograph on front cover. 

From Lynne. Lynne was talking with Sheila Pantin during the week 
and Sheila wished to send her love to all her friends at Wesley. 

(Many of us will have warm memories of Sheila and it is good to hear from 
her; thanks Lynne. Les).  

From Molly. Four of my great grandchildren meeting up for the first 
time since lockdown, the first three belong to my eldest 
granddaughter and Mia, at the end to my middle granddaughter . She 
came to our last held communion service last March. From L to R 
children are. Joel. Jude. Josie and Mia.  (See page 19) 

(What a lovely picture Molly, thank you for sharing with us. Not seeing 
grandchildren has been very hard for many of us but hopefully it will not be 
for much longer. Les.) 

From Les. Our Elsa and Rowan became botanists with their mum 
last week...not sure exactly what is at the end of the stick! See p19 

 
 

 

I understand lots of us are doing jigsaws at the moment and I wonder 
if we should try and develop a ‘jigsaw swop’ scheme? Not sure how it 
would work though, any ideas?  Les 
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MEMOIR OF A HARROGATE SCRUBBER 

I was brought up with the sound of a sewing machine always in the 
background. My mum made all our clothes and from about 10 years 
old I could use the machine and was introduced to the secrets of 
fitted darts, setting sleeves and smocking. 
 
My mum was also a professional lampshade maker. I would sew, 
pleat and overlock, all at 90 mph, to earn pocket money. I was never 
allowed to cut material – she couldn’t risk me making a mistake 
cutting expensive silk and satin. 
 
When Mike and I moved to our new home before Christmas one of 
the casualties was my 30 year old sewing machine. It was held 
together with blutak and sellotape and had been in the garage 
awaiting repair for about 10 years. Of course as soon as I parted with 
it I wished I hadn’t. 
 
Then during lockdown I heard of the need for sewers to make scrubs 
but …..I no longer had a sewing machine. Totally out of character for 
me, I went on line, clicked and bought a new machine which was 
delivered the next day. In ‘normal’ times I would have researched the 
models, gone into the shop to try them out and maybe even visited 
the Knitting and Stitching Show but … these are not normal times. 
 
So I set it on the dining room table and the machine and I looked at 
each other for a couple of days THEN I read the instruction book – 
again not something I normally do as I get too impatient with 
manuals. But it all seemed very familiar, though I don’t think I’ve ever 
read an instruction manual for a sewing machine before. Whilst other 
devices have changed beyond recognition – phones, TVs etc – the 
sewing machine has hardly changed in the past 50 years. 
 
I started off making bunting for the VE weekend – nice and simple. 
Then I made some facemasks. A little problem in that there is a world 
shortage of elastic, but I mentioned my problem to a neighbour who 
produced (don’t ask where from) some elastic. 
 
I was now ready to contact Harrogate Scrubbers. The next day, a 
stranger delivered to my door fabric to make 3 sets of scrubs, thread 
and a pattern with a link to Youtube showing how it was to be done.  

Continued p25 
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Memoir of a Harrogate Scrubber continued 
  
I found my mum’s old dressmaking scissors (yes, they did come with 
us when we moved) and cut out 3 sets. The fabric was an 
ecclesiastical purple and the thread? -  powder blue. Not a colour 
combination you would normally think of but we are not in normal 
times, and maybe there are nurses out there who are Aston Villa 
supporters. 
 
When completed (so simple pattern and made to a standard size so 
no fitting required) I sent an email and another stranger came to 
collect them. A third stranger brought me the next pack – burnt 
orange with black thread which, though unusual, looked really classy. 
I’m currently working on grey with a grey thread which seems, by 
comparison, very boring but … I have some burnt orange offcuts, 
certainly enough to make a couple of pockets so the next time you’re 
at the doctors or hospital and a member of staff is wearing grey 
scrubs with burnt orange pockets – they’re mine! 
 
So why did I become a Harrogate Scrubber? It wasn’t just to prove I 
could still use a sewing machine. It was more to calm the anger and 
shame of living in a society with such incompetent leaders that 
couldn’t even provide basic clothing for the NHS.  
 
Maureen 
 
See The Scrubbers’ Facebook Page p26.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Knitted Doves.  Calling all Knitters!!!   People from Trinity and 
Pannal are knitting doves and  are stretching it out to the circuit. 
Before the churches open again they thought it would be nice to put 
out Knitted Doves for people to take as a sign of hope and hand 
them out to people that are in their homes and won’t be able to 
attend church. If you would like to help, there is a pattern available.   
Please talk to Les or Judith if you would like a copy of the pattern. 

Maureen’s story reminds me of when I lived in Zambia.  I was in a 
choir (Kitwe Singers) and we were advertising for singers.  We didn’t 
get any response for musicians, but I was inundated with people 
wanting to buy a sewing machine!   Judith. 
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….and some other comments included the Facebook Page: 

I apologise to all visitors (and also my partner because he cannot 
leave the house never mind come home!) that I look about as put 
together as an Ikea wardrobe with no instructions 
  
I always apply powder and lippy before sewing … doesn’t everyone? 
 
And Grrrr. Written by a bloke. He better not come near me when I 
have my box of pins open. 
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Left. Rev. Ann’s books all packed up. 

Above: Andrew’s Dinosaur courtesy of 
Daniel 

 

 

Above: Nigel in the empty Happy 
Wanderers garage.   Job done! 

Left: Christine’s animals 
social distancing 

Above: Christine’s teddies 
not social distancing 
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Please read this message from our Nidd Valley Ministry Team 
which was posted on Facebook on 24 June 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued p 29 
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FOCUS ON BOOKS 
 

Books on our list for reading are as follows.  Dates 
to be arranged once normal times resume. 
  
Two Brothers by Ben Elton 
A Brand from the Burning.  The Life of John 
Wesley by Roy Hattersley 
 The Painter of Silence by Georgina Harding. 

 
 

 

WELCOME SERVICE FOR REV. LESLEY TAYLOR 

Friday 3 September 7pm at Wesley 
 
Welcome Service has been organised for Rev. Lesley Taylor who 
will be joining the circuit to be minister at Starbeck, Bilton and have 
pastoral oversight of Wesley. 

FLOURISH IS COMING TO WESLEY 

In faith, we are forging ahead with our plans for Circuit Flourish 2020 
- a taste of what happened at District Flourish in Scarborough last 
October.  Our theme is ‘Celebrating our Stories’ and we look forward 
to celebrating the stories of our circuit in worship, teaching, word and 
reflection together at Wesley Centre on Sunday 18 October 2020. 
 
Please book the date in your diary now.  There is an Eventbrite 
booking system -  all free tickets but just so we have an idea of 
numbers and just as Leslie did with Flourish last year we’re stepping 
out in fath and praying that 250 people will join us on that day. 
 
We’re hoping to have a Youth and Children’s programme.  Our 
keynote speaker is booked - we’re fortunate to have Rev. Elaine 
Lindridge who spoke so brilliantly at District Flourish. 
 
Watch out for further information. 
 

Yours in Christ 
Ben 
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FOCUS ON PRAYER 

Please continue to remember in your prayers all our ministers, circuit 
stewards, lay workers, friends in the circuit; our Wesley stewards and 
our Chair of District Leslie, who are all working so hard to keep us 
together.  

From the Methodist Worship Book: 

Prayer of the Morning: 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, Giver of life, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. At the opening of this day you call us out of darkness into your 
marvellous light. Blessed are you for ever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer of the Evening: 

O God, in whom there is no darkness, with whom the night is as the 
day: enlighten us by your presence, that waking or sleeping we may 
dwell in your peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Prayer for today: 

Prayers God of both darkness and light, do we seek and find the inner 
strength of your comfort more often, more clearly in the dark times of 
our lives than when all is going well and we feel more self-sufficient, 
basking in the sunshine? Help us never to forget that you always 
travel with us and that our task here in your kingdom on earth is to 
share your light and your love with those around us, not hide it under a 
bushel* just for our own needs when times are hard. Amen. Amen. 
(Ros Murphy, Supernumerary Minister, Manchester Circuit, from the 
Methodist Prayer Handbook, day 21. *Mark 4:21)  

Jesus be the Centre.  Taken from Singing the Faith 447. 

Jesus, be the centre,  be my source, be my light,  
Jesus, be the centre, be my hope, be my song.  
Jesus be the fire in my heart, be the wind in these sails, be the reason 
that I live. 
Jesus, be my vision, be my path, be my guide.  

Kathryn Sarah Scott, Michael Frye  
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Ben’s Jigsaw.  Can you spot where the missing piece should be? 

‘Forget driverless cars. What we need are carless drivers’. 


