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Do you know where this beautiful place is? (Answer p7) 
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WELCOME TO WESLEY CHAPEL  
 
Our Sunday Morning Worship is at 10.30am, see p3 for details of 
our services.     
 
The Nidd Valley Circuit presents a weekly pre-recorded worship, 
TED Talk style. Please visit  https://www.facebook.com/NiddValley/   
 
Circuit Morning Prayer Live runs every morning Monday to Friday 
at 8am on Facebook.  This is available for watching again after the 
live broadcast/ https://www.facebook.com/NiddValley/ 
 
All links (and much more) can be accessed via our website 
https://www.wesleychapelharrogate.org.uk 
 
or if you need more information leave a message: 
https://www.wesleychapelharrogate.org.uk/contact  

 
Wesley Chapel Contacts 

Minister  Rev. Gordon Hay. 01423 863298. 
 e-mail gordon.hay@methodist.org.uk.  
Senior Steward: Les Sudron                  
Church Council Secretary: Jenny Goodwin              
Safeguarding Officer: Christine Sudron 
Focus Editor: Judith Yeats e-mail judithyeats0@gmail.com 
Website: www.wesleychapelharrogate.org.uk 
 

Wesley Centre Contacts 
Wesley Centre Manager: Julian Smith 
office@wesleycentreharrogate.org.uk 

01423 509917 
             Website: www.wesleycentreharrogate.org.uk 

 
Address 

 Wesley Centre Harrogate, Oxford Street. Harrogate, HG1 1PP 
 

Charity Registration 1134055   

The deadline for Wesley ‘Focus on  October is 23 September.    
Please send any notices, news, articles, photographs to Judith Yeats: 
07733 064697  judithyeats0@gmail.com. Focus is also on the 
website.    https://www.wesleychapelharrogate.org.uk/our-focus 

https://www.facebook.com/NiddValley/
https://www.wesleychapelharrogate.org.uk/contact
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WHAT’S ON AT WESLEY 
 
SUNDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 10.30am.  Morning Worship led by Kath 
Jones 
  
SUNDAY 8 SEPTEMBER  
10.30am. Morning Worship with Holy Communion  led by Rev. 
Gordon Hay. 
6pm   Wesley Sunday Share via Zoom (Link will be sent out or 
contact Les or Judith). 
 
THURSDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2pm.  ‘Monologues, Poems, Tales 
and other things..’ with Jenny and you.  Bring along your favourite 
poem, short story, funny story or joke! 

 
SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER  Heritage Open Day from 11am to 
4pm.  Refreshments, Exhibition, Musical Items including Day Spring 
Steel Band at 2pm.   
 
SUNDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 10.30am Harvest Festival Service led 
by Deacon Gary Hoare.  This will be followed by Heritage Open Day 
until 4pm.  More musical items and exhibition. 
 
FRIDAY 20 SEPTEMBER  10am.  Online Coffee. (Link will be sent 
out or contact Les or Judith). 
 
SUNDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 
10.30am.  Morning Worship. Local Arrangement.  
6pm.  Wesley Sunday Share via Zoom. (Link will be sent out or 
contact Les or Judith). 
 
SUNDAY 29 SEPTEMBER.  10.30am Morning Worship led by 
Andrew Brown. 
 
SUNDAY 6 OCTOBER. 10.30am. Morning Worship with Holy 
Communion led by Rev. Peter Whittaker.  
 
MONDAY 7 OCTOBER. 1pm  Lunchtime Recital The Leonore Trio 
   
TUESDAYS. 10.30am to 1pm.  Wesley Wheelie Welcome Café/
Warm Welcome.  Come and join us for a chat.  Refreshments will 
be served.  



4 

 

 

NIDD VALLEY CIRCUIT SEPTEMBER ONLINE  TALKS. SUNDAY 
9am. 
 
1 Sept - Lesley Taylor,  
8 Sept – Lesley Taylor 
15 Sept – TBC 
22 Sept – TBC 
29 Sept – TBC 
 

WESLEY HARVEST/HERITAGE WEEKEND 
14TH AND 15TH SEPTEMBER 

 
Following on from the success of last year’s Heritage Open 
Weekend, we are planning to be open again on 14/15 September. 
It will also be our harvest festival service on Sunday 15th.   

 
Friday 13 September.  The flower team are hoping to decorate the 
Church. Donations of cash or produce will be gratefully accepted.   
The produce will be donated to the Harrogate Homeless Project after 
the event. Items such as cereals, pasta, tinned soup, baked beans 
etc. would be much appreciated. Please see Priscilla, Lynne, Pat or 
Ulrike. 
  
Saturday 14 September.  Open from  11am to 4pm.  Refreshments, 
Musical Items, Day Spring Steel Band will perform from 2pm. 
Exhibition of the 162 year history of Wesley Chapel. 
 
Contributions of cakes or offers of help on the day would be 
gratefully received. 
 
Sunday 15 September.  10.30am Harvest Festival Service led by 
Deacon Gary Hoare.   12 noon—4pm Open Day.  Refreshments, 
musical items, exhibition,  
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
The next Church Council will be at Wesley on Thursday 18 October 
at 1pm.  

 
ACTION FOR CHILDREN 

Priscilla would like to thank you for your generous donations for 
Action for Children in July 2024. We raised a total of £210. Your gifts 
could help to provide support for children and young people affected 
by poverty, disability and abuse.  
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WESLEY FELLOWSHIP 

At our August meeting we had a Beetle Drive.  It was a raucous 
affair, but was enjoyable nevertheless.  Thanks to Lynne for the 
photographs. 
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2024 Programme 

March - Welcome back and the St. Peter’s handbell ringers 

11 April ‘All-sorts’ Quiz – led by Les Sudron. 

09 May.  ‘Best medicine’ led by Frank Ellis. 

13 June. ‘An afternoon with the minister’ led by Rev. Gordon Hay. 

11 July.  ‘Hobbies and Collections (stamps, coins, key rings etc.) with 
David and you???’ Everyone invited to bring along their favourite 
things to show and tell their story.  

08 August.  ‘Beetle Drive’ - last year’s was so competitive and full of 
fun!.  

12 September. ‘Monologues, Poems, Tales and other things..’ with 
Jenny and you. Bring along your favourite poem, short story, funny 
story or joke! 

10 October.   ‘Let me introduce another Harrogate composer’ led by 
Andrew Hitchen. 

14 November ‘Open House’ led by Deacon Gary and Rev Angie 
Hoare. 

12 December Rev Brian Hoare will give a talk entitled ’Advent Cus-
toms around the World’.    
 

All meetings are on the second Thursday in the month at 2.00pm at 
Wesley Centre.   All are welcome. 

Leadership team: Mike, Judith, Lynne, Les, Mary and Frank. 
Happy Wanderer transport Co-ordinator: Les (797406) 
Happy Wanderer driver: Colin (07875 555807) 
 
Please note that Jenny and Andrew have done a swop, and Jenny’s 
afternoon of Monologues etc. will now be on 12 September.  If any-
one has anything they would like to contribute please let Jenny know. 
 

‘Some day you will be old enough to start reading 

fairy tales again.’  C S Lewis  
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

Margaret took this picture of a troll at Harlow Carr Gardens on a 
recent visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Front cover photograph.  Maureen asked if you knew where this 
beautiful place was.  She answers: ‘It’s Coverham Abbey, near 
Middleham. No we didn’t know either – especially as it only opens to 
the public one day a year.  
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Church Family News continued 

While on a trip to Chester, Jean and Wendy visited the historic 

Chester cathedral and also Wesley cafe. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out walking one day Jean & Wendy came across not one but two wild 

orchids. The first Epipactis Palustris- marsh helleborine and secondly 

the Common Spotted Orchid. 
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Church Family News continued. 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maureen took this photograph and has entitled it ‘3 Wise Men’.  She 
invites you to write a caption.  (All replies will appear in the next  
Focus). 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Andrew M sent us this 

lovely photograph of his 

garden. 
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Church Family News continued 
 

Judith’s granddaughter Rosie married her 
fiancé Jordan Blackburn at St. James Church, 
Birstwith, the Rev. Tony Shepherd conducted 
the marriage service.  The wedding festival 
took place near Fewston, and was a 3 day 
affair including a tented village (glam tents), 
lots of music, dancing, food and fun.  In the 
photo right, proud Dad Matthew is making 
sure Rosie got to the church on time—just a 
short walk up the hill.  A wonderful weekend 

filled with 
family, friends, 
laughter and  
much love.  
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DESERT ISLAND DISCS 
 

Gordon Hay’s Desert Island Discs. 
 

Change by Tracey Chapman One of my 
favourite artists is Tracey Chapman who is 
both politically and socially active. I could list a 
number of her songs but I will go for Change 
that explores social inequality through a desire 
for positive change. She also wrote Talkin’ 
Bout a Revolution, which she performed at 
Nelson Mandela’s 70th birthday tribute, and 

then there is Behind the Wall that is a chilling portrayal of social 
inequality. 
 
Where is the Love by Black Eyed Peas is another song that reflects 
on political and social themes. It was written after the anxiety of 9/11 
attacks and continues to be relevant for our world today. Apparently, 
the song had a tempo of 94 BPM that was inspired by the human 
heartbeat.  
 
We all need a heartbeat and for me the love of God is my heartbeat. 
Perhaps a bit too cheesy. O Thou Who Camest From Above by 
Charles Wesley was sung at mine, and all previous, Methodist 
ordination services. This hymn is a daily prayer for me as I ask God 
to fill me with an inextinguishable love. 
 
An early song that influenced my taste in music was Wonderwall by 
Oasis was another early song that influenced my taste in music. This 
is a song about the emotion and power of love because ‘after all, 
you’re my wonderwall.’ The power of this love might mean ‘you’re 
gonna be the one that saves me.’ I am thankful for the love of family 
and friends that have rescued me. 
 
So I am thankful when I listen to Thunder by Imagine Dragons 
because this is Joseph’s favourite song. 
 
At the same time Running with the Wolves by Aurora reminds me of 
Zoe. So these two songs would definitely be with me.  
 
 

Continued 

 



12 

 

 

Gordon’s Desert Island Discs continued 

 
Touch the Sky by Julie Fowlis is another song that leads me to 
reminisce. This song is part of the soundtrack of Brave, a Disney 
motion picture, that is set in the Scottish Highlands. At the same time 
Julie Fowlis is a Scottish folk singer. So this song reminds me of my 
life on the Isle of Harris and the island continues to captivate my soul. 
 
My final song 10,000 Reasons by Matt Redman. The song was 
inspired by Psalm 103 and Henry Francis Lyte famous hymn ‘Praise, 
My Soul, the King of Heaven#. The Psalms starts and ends with the 
phrase ‘Bless the Lord, O my soul’ because the Psalmist has 
discovered and believes in the steadfast love of God. This inspired 
Matt Redman to write the song, inviting us to praise God through the 
joys and challenges of life. Amen to that. 
 
Thank you for sharing your choices Gordon.  I’ve enjoyed listening to 
them all, some of which I didn’t know.  Of those I didn't know I 
particularly liked Where is the Love and Thunder.    (Editor) 
 
Next month Belinda Walwyn will be our castaway. 
 

LUNCHTIME RECITALS  
 

2024/2025 season 
Here are the dates, and in some cases the performers, for the 
lunchtime recitals for 2024/2025, which will be the 30th season of 
Wesley Concerts. 
  
Monday, 7 October 2024 (1pm)  The Leonore Trio 
Monday, 4 November 2024 (1pm) Susan Tomes (piano) 
Monday, 2 December 2024 (1pm) Elena Urioste (violin), Tom Poster 
(piano) 
Monday, 6 January 2025 (1pm) Ashley Riches (bass-baritone), 
Joseph Middleton (piano) Leeds Lieder Recital 
Monday, 3 February 2025 (1pm) artist to be confirmed 
Monday, 3 March 2025 (1pm) artist to be confirmed 
Monday, 7 April 2025 (1pm) Jess Dandy (contralto), Simon Lepper 
(piano) 
Monday, 12 May 2025 (1pm) artist to be confirmed 
Monday, 2 June 2025 (1pm) Mishka Rushdie Momen (piano) 
Monday, 7 July 2025 (1pm) Jazz concert 
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AROUND THE CIRCUIT 
 

Bilton Methodist Amblers. The next walk is Saturday 
14 September. All walks start on the car park of Bilton 
Area Methodist Church where we meet to arrange 
transport at 9.30. Summer walks 5-6 miles.  Please bring 

a packed lunch but we normally go on to a pub or café at the end. If 
interested please contact Janet Allen, 01423 524634, E-
mail  janetallen09@btinternet.com 
Future Walk. Saturday 12 October.  

Bilton Area Methodst Church.  
 
Saturday 7 September - Coffee Morning 10 - 11.30am 
 
Saturday 12 October. Concert (Killinghall Singers) & 4 - course 
Harvest Supper  
 
12—28 November  Knitted Bible Exhibition.  
 
Gracious Street  
 
Sunday 1 Sept, 11am: People Together Project’s Culture Celebration 
& Food Festival – A chance for people of all backgrounds & 
nationalities to get together & find community. 
 
Sat, 7 Sept, 8:45am Men’s Breakfast with David Barker speaking on 
the greatest novel ever written. 
 
Sat, 21 Sept, 7:30pm Knaresborough Silver Band and Silver Keys 
Clarinet Quartet charity event raising funds for Resurrected Bites. 
 
Sat, 28 Sept, 10am-12pm Coffee Morning raising money for Hearing 
Dogs for Deaf People. 
 
Bridge Café.  Mondays 9.30am—11.30am. Gracious Street and 
UBU. Hot & cold drinks. 
 
Bridge Café. Tuesdays 10am to 12 noon. Gracious Street and 
Harrogate College. Hot & cold drinks, teacakes and scones.                                                                 
 

Continued 

mailto:janetallen09@btinternet.com
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Gracious Street continued. 
 

Bridge Café. Wednesdays 9.30am—11,30am. Gracious Street and 
Henshaws.  Hot & cold drinks, teacakes and scones. 
 

Bridge Café.  Fridays 10am-2pm Resurrected Bites Café: Hot & 
drinks, breakfast and cooked lunches. Last orders 1.30pm. 
 
Harlow Hill. 
 
Coffee Morning. Every Monday from 10am to 11.30am.  Everybody 
welcome. 
 
Little Beans Playgroup.  Parents and toddlers playgroup. Every Friday 
Morning.  Drop in between 10am and 11.30am for play, coffee and a 
chat.  £3 per family. 
 
Killinghall.   
 
Coffee Morning. 28 September 10.30am to 12 noon. 
 
Pannal 
 
Craft group happens on the 1st & 4th Monday of the month - the next 
session is on Monday 2 September from 1:30pm 
 
Community Table Tennis is held every Thursday during Term Time 
and begins on Thursday 5 September from 7:30pm till 9pm 
 
Film Night happens on the 1st Friday of the month and so the next 
one is Friday 6th September from 7:30pm. 
 
Community Tea is on the 2nd Tuesday of the month and are next one 
is on Tuesday 10th September from 2:30pm till 4pm with homemade 
cakes. 
 
Park Grove 
 
Saturday 14th Sept 7pm - Quiz and Irish Raffle. £5 per person - teams 
maximum of 6 contact Margaret Grant. (Ask Judith for details).  
 

Continued 
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Around the Circuit continued 
 

Starbeck 
 
Saturday 12 October 7.30pm. Harrogate Male Voice Choir will be 
joined by The Ryelarks, a female voice choir from Pickering. 
 
Saturday 9 November 7.30pm. Tewit Silver Band. 
 
For more information about Starbeck Concert Programme visit  
https://www.facebook.com/StarbeckMethodistChurch/ 
 
Trinity 
 
Pudding Event. Saturday 28th September 6.30pm- 8.00pm. 
Adult tickets £7.00, children’s tickets £3.00. Any pudding donations 
welcome and there will be a cheeseboard for those who don’t have 
a sweet tooth. For tickets, please contact either Clair Webster - 
clairwebster@outlook.com or Lucy Agars-elliessafety@gmx.co.uk 
 
Woodlands. 
 
Toast Café restarts on Friday 6th September 8.45-10.00am.. We 
like to encourage Parents/Grandparents/Carers to come along for 
tea, coffee and toast. Everybody else is welcome too. 
  
Woodlands Lunch Club. Restarts Friday 6th September 12.30pm 
onwards.  A freshly made 3 course lunch is available to all. Please 
contact Rev Anne Brown to book a place. 
   
Woodlands Community Garden. Come and discover our wonderful 
community garden behind Woodlands Church. Whether you are 
looking for produce or just somewhere calm for relaxation and 
contemplation. The garden is free to enjoy at any time. 
   

CIRCUIT SERVICES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
SUNDAY 8 September at Woodlands 6.30pm. Welcome service 
for Rev. Ian Bryon.  
 
SUNDAY  13 October at Bilton Area 3pm. Local Preacher 
Accreditation Service for Kath Jones. 
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   HARROGATE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND MISSION 
 

28th September 2024 - 10am at St. Mark's Church, Leeds Road, 
Harrogate (and on Zoom).  
 
Looking through the Kaleidoscope: Hebrews’ Use of Old Testament 
Narratives in the Light of Jesus’ Ascension and Awaited Return.  Dr 
David Moffitt, Reader in New Testament Studies at St. Andrew’s 
University 
 
Hebrews’ engagement with the Old Testament is among the most 
exciting and creative in the New Testament, creating a kaleidoscope 
of Biblical texts to draw out the author’s fundamental convictions 
about Jesus. We will explore three Old Testament figures mentioned 
in Hebrews—the high priest, Moses, and Joshua - all of whom left 
God’s people to do important work for them, before returning. They 
show what the ascended Christ is doing for us now and how we 
should understand our own identity and situation as we await his 
return. 
 
Dr David Moffitt’s research interests orbit around the various ways the 
earliest Christians understood Jesus and their own identities in 
relation to Jewish scripture, practices, and beliefs. David was 
originally recommended by the eminent theologian Tom Wright, who 
offered us these words: ‘David Moffitt is one of the very few 
contemporary scholars to provide fresh and compelling readings of 
the enigmatic Letter to the Hebrews. I have learned an enormous 
amount from him; in fact, I credit him with transforming my whole 
understanding of sacrifice in biblical thought. Also, unlike some top 
exegetical scholars, he is a lively and engaging speaker!’ 
 
Refreshments available from 9.30am. Tickets: General admission: £8. 
Student admission: £5. Under 18s: free. Zoom admission: £5. Tickets: 
On EventBrite. 
 
https://hstm.org.uk/ 
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KILLINGHALL IN THE NEWS 
Our friends at Killinghall have made it onto the Methodist Church 
website with the headlines: ‘Making new with old, Killinghall 
Methodist Church's journey to become carbon neutral.’  This is what 
the article has to say: 
 
‘Located in a growing Yorkshire village, Killinghall Methodist Church 
has a small but mighty congregation that have worked hard to 
modernise its building and decrease carbon emissions. 
 
At first glance, the small chapel appears to be a charming rural 
church like many others. Its dark grey stones give it a timeless look 
whilst the large white windows make Killinghall Methodist Church, 
near Harrogate, warm and welcoming. 
 
Walking around, a different story is told by the south side of the 
building with the roof covered by photovoltaic panels, a heat pump 
has been installed, a bike rack encourages cyclists to stop while the 
electric car charging station is a statement to Killinghall’s 
commitment to achieving net zero.  As a rural church, Killinghall 
recognises the need to attract more than just its congregation to 
utilize its premises. Following extensive refurbishment, the church is 
now ready to become the heart of the village, offering a range of 
facilities for the community. One of its features, the electric car 
charging station, is not commonly found at a church.’ 
 
The article goes on to explain a little about the history of the church, 
and notes that as a result of many people, especially young families 
starting to move into the area, Killinghall is on the verge of 
becoming a suburban church.  
 
It goes on the explain that the solid stone, 18inch thick walls cannot 
be insulated, so the roof was insulated instead and 35 PV panels 
were installed. The electricity generated is used for the church, 
stored in three batteries with the extra power sold. 
 
The article also mentions Resurrected Bites and the well-equipped 
new commercial kitchen  It says that  ‘By hosting the cafe, Killinghall 
participates in a project fighting food poverty, loneliness and food 
wastage, whilst becoming the place to go for delicious lunches on 
Thursdays.’ 
 
To read the whole article visit https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-
stories/) 

https://niddvalleymethodist.org.uk/the-churches/killinghall/
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PARIS 2024 PARALYMPIC GAMES 
28 AUGUST—8 SEPTEMBER 2024. 

 
The Paris 2024 Paralympic Games will feature as many as 4,400 
athletes from around the world. They will compete in 22 sports across 
various iconic venues in Paris, including at the Eiffel Tower, the 
Chateau de Versailles and the Grand Palais. 
 
For the first time, the Paralympic Opening Ceremony was held 
outside of a stadium. Athletes paraded through the iconic Avenue des 
Champs-Elysees to Place de la Concorde and as many as 65,000 
spectators witnessed this historic moment, which highlighted the host 
city's commitment to accessibility and inclusivity. 
 
‘The medals for the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games feature a piece of 
original iron from the Eiffel Tower. Designed to be distinguished by 
touch, they include engravings and braille. The medals were created 
in collaboration with the French jeweller Chaumet, linking sport with 
French cultural heritage.’ 
 

‘The Paralympic Phryge, 
inspired by the Phrygian cap, 
symbolises liberty and 
freedom. The mascot has a 
running blade and represents 
athletes with disabilities. The 
mascot promotes the 
inclusivity values of the 
Paralympic Games and the 
importance of sports.’ 

 
‘The Paris 2024 Paralympic Torch, designed by Mathieu Lehanneur, 
represents equality, water and peacefulness. It has the same design 
for both the Paralympic and Olympic Games, emphasizing a unified 
vision.’ 
 
‘The Paris 2024 Paralympics will make history as the first summer 
Games in France and have already led to positive changes in the host 
country. For example, overground transportation in Paris have 
become more accessible.’ 
 

Copied from  https://www.paralympic.org/paris-2024/about-us 
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HARVEST FESTIVALS AROUND THE WORLD 
 

The Harvest Festival is a long-standing tradition which has existed 
across many different cultures for hundreds, and in some cases 
thousands of years.  The harvest season falls at different times of 
the year depending upon region, climate, and crop, but festivals 
celebrating its arrival are held the world over. Some are first-fruits 
festivals that recognize the start of the season and the first crops, 
while other harvest festivals are celebrations to give thanks for the 
blessing of a bountiful harvest and to mark or ensure the recurrence 
of the process. 
 
In some parts of the world, harvest festivals have become largely 
secularized into a more-general holiday. For example, the autumn 
festival of Thanksgiving, which is observed in Canada (second 
Monday in October) and in the United States (fourth Thursday in 
November), is largely a national day of rest. 
 
Rice Harvest Festival (May 1–June 30) The Rice Harvest Festival 
that is held in Bali, Indonesia, is a feature of the island’s Hindu 
culture. The harvest festival is dedicated to the rice goddess and is a 
time of joyous celebration. Effigies of the goddess are placed in the 
fields in thanks, towns are decorated with coloured flags, and special 
bull races, among other festivities, are held. 

Mid-Autumn Festival (September–October) One of the most-
important traditional holidays in China, Taiwan, and Vietnam is the 
celebration of the harvest. It is also known as the Moon Festival 
because it coincides with the full moon on the 15th day of the eighth 
lunar month; special delicacies called “mooncakes” are prepared 
during this time. Ceremonies are held both to give thanks for the 
harvest and to encourage the harvest-giving light to return again in 
the coming year. It is a time of family gatherings, matchmaking, and 
public celebrations.                                                               

Continued                                              

The Phrygian cap is one of the symbols of the French Republic, and 

indeed of the French people in general. At the time of the French 

Revolution, it was first and foremost a rallying sign for the French 

motto: ;Liberté, Égalité, Fraternité’. It's the symbol of French values with 

a universal vocation. 

https://bringfrancehome.com/gb/paris-2024/656-paris-2024-phrygian-cap-made-



20 

 

 

Harvests around the world continued 
 

Yam Festival (August or September) The Ewe people of Ghana 
celebrate the end of the rainy season and the first appearance of 
yams, a staple crop. The duration and exact days of the celebration 
vary according to place, but, regardless of the manifestation, the 
festival is held in hopes of averting famine in the coming year. Huge 
feasts and activities such as dances and parades are held. Similar 
festivals are held in Papua New Guinea and Nigeria. 

https://www.britannica.com/list/5-harvest-festivals-around-the-world 

 

The Parable of the Rich Fool 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the family inheritance with me.’ 14 But he said to him, ‘Friend, 
who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?’ 15 And he said to 
them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for 
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.’ 

16 
Then 

he told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced 
abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I 
have no place to store my crops?” 18 Then he said, “I will do this: I will 
pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have 
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
merry.” 20 But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is 
being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?” 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich towards God.’ 

Luke 12:13-21. New Revised Standard Version,  

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands 

‘But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the 
sky, and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach 
you, or let the fish in the sea inform you. Which of all these does 
not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? In his hand is 
the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.’ 

Job 12: 7-10 
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A GOLDEN DAY by Ella Wheeler Wilcox 

The subtle beauty of this day 
    Hangs o'er me like a fairy spell, 

And care and grief have flown away, 
    And every breeze sings, "all is well." 

I ask, "Holds earth or sin, or woe?" 
    My heart replies, "I do not know."  

Nay! all we know, or feel, my heart, 
    Today is joy undimmed, complete; 

In tears or pain we have no part; 
    The act of breathing is so sweet, 

We care no higher joy to name. 
    What reck we now of wealth or fame?  

 

The past—what matters it to me? 
    The pain it gave has passed away. 

The future—that I cannot see! 
    I care for nothing save today— 

This is a respite from all care, 
    And trouble flies—I know not where.  

 
Go on, oh noisy, restless life! 

    Pass by, oh, feet that seek for heights! 
I have no part in aught of strife; 

    I do not want your vain delights. 
The day wraps round me like a spell 

    And every breeze sings, "All is well."  
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

This month received its name when the year began in March, and 
was called so by the Romans as being seventh from the beginning of 
the year... Our Saxon ancestors called it Gerst-Monat, or Barley-
month, on account of the ripening of the grain so much cultivated by 
them for making their common drink, called ael and afterwards beere. 
~Mary Jeaffreson, "September," 1884 
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https://www.facebook.com/studentmusicorganizer 
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PRAYER CORNER 
 

A prayer for peace in our hearts.  
 
Let your peace rule in our hearts, O Lord that we 
may delight in your strength, rejoice in your grace 
and find our fulfilment in your will; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.    Matthew Henry (1662-1714) 

 
A prayer for wisdom.  
 
Faithful God, we trust in your promise that the darkness so often 
contains treasures: maybe not of our choosing, or initially inviting; 
maybe lacking the shine and allure of other more obvious treasure. 
 
May we have the wisdom to dig deep, 
to slow our days, to sift our diaries, 
to make the space to spot the hidden, 
to explore and appreciate all that you have for us. 
 
Help us to see life afresh through your eyes, 
to appreciate its darkness and light, its dirt and beauty, 
and to be so much more deeply aware 
of the treasury of your overflowing love. Amen 
.  
Leslie Newton, District Chair, Yorkshire North and East District 
 
A prayer for watchfulness 

May we watch for you, O Lord, in the storm, in the earthquake and in 
the fire; lest in the stillness of the silence you go undetected. Amen.  
 
Based on 1 Kings 19:11-12 
 
Drop thy still dews of quietness 
Till all our strivings cease 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of thy peace, the beauty of thy peace.   StF495 
 
Come, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, renew our lives with your peace, 
restore us in your image, revive us with your love.  
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers/a-prayer-for-peace-in-our-hearts/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers/a-prayer-for-wisdom/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/prayers/a-prayer-for-watchfulness/
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